
JAPAN – ASIA YOUTH EXCHANGE PROGRAM  

IN SCIENCE 

 
Youth is a gift of Nature and educating youth is a foundation for the future 

not only for the individual but for the community 

and the nation. Promoting science and 

technology is a key factor in creating a ‘Brighter 

Asia’. Based on this concept the Japan – Asia 

youth exchange program in Science also known 

as Sakura Exchange program in Science is a 

program between the youth of Asian countries 

and Japan. This is indeed a great opportunity for 

them to raise ‘Youth interest’ in Japanese Science 

& Technological Development with the 

collaboration of Japanese universities and 

research institutions. Aeronautics, nuclear 

power, electronics, Bio medical research or any 

other avenue in the field of science, Japan takes a 

very prominent place. 

After introducing Robotic Technology to Good Shepherd Convent Kotahena early 

this year by our past parent and well-wisher Mr. Roshan Fernandez, he was able 

to receive 6 scholarships to our school for JAPAN – ASIA YOUTH EXCHANGE 

PROGRAM IN SCIENCE @ SAITAMA University administrated by Japan Science 

and Technology Agency (JST), for the first time in history. 

This year Shashini Senara, Oshadie Perera, Sandali Nanayakkara and Onela 

Perera of the Shepherdian family together with their guardian Ms. Manohari 

Fonseka participated in this program from 2nd November to 10th November. 



Youth participants are chosen by means of a comprehensive evaluation 

method carried out by the Sakura committee and it is an honor to our school that 

the Shepherdian team stood amongst ‘the outstanding youth’ of Asia. At the 

selection exam students of grade 6 and 7 participated and five of our grade 6 

students stood in the category of outstanding youth 

in Sri Lanka. 

Behind every achievement there is a mighty 
hand of our Creator to move us on. Initiating and 
supporting us immensely on this project was Mr. 
Roshan Fernandez who serves, encourages and 
moved on cheerfully. Supporting all the efforts of 
the students is a leader who leads diligently, no 
doubt a great strength to the Shepherdians and 
none other than Rev. Sr. Renuka Silva our Principal. 
The mentor, Ms. Manohari Fonseka was a great 
strength to the students to face many challenges 
with a smile making the tour a pleasant experience 
for the young students. 

 

 The positive involvement of the parents of the participants was a great 
blessing to us all. Prof. Jay Jayaseelan Educator & Director of SCCIP Int'l Pvt Ltd, 
behalf of the Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST) and SAITAMA University 
carried out his coordinating responsibilities meticulously. Under the Japanese 
umbrella we are indeed grateful to SAITAMA University and JST for funding the 
tour. Mr. Kota one of the assistant lecture for being the tour guide. The workshop 
coordinator Prof. Tairo Nomura, associate professor faculty of Education and 
Director STEM Education Research Center of SAITAMA University moved beyond 
boundaries to make the workshop very meaningful. The team is indeed grateful 
to all who made a great opportunity become a great blessing. 



 

The ‘Science & Tech’ experience for the participant was indeed a great 

investment in knowledge and experience. Workshops and presentations took 

them from past to present and then to the future. Robots and Robotic Technology 

took pride of place. It was indeed a pleasure to see “PEPPER” the robotic teacher 

coming up with 100% efficiency in a friendly environment. Children were given a 

demonstration to prove the importance of PAPPER in a class room environment 

not as a mere tool but as a teacher. The students had ‘Hands on experience’ in 

making food sample with artificial component. 

 

The tour moved on with the team having an opportunity of 
visiting several places besides the 
capital city Tokyo. The experience in 
Tohoko with Tsunami victims took 
our minds back to this natural 
disaster Sri Lanka faced in the year 
2004. The fields of Science will, 

without a doubt teach us how to ‘be 
prepared’ to face such disaster.  
Our student presented an item which 
proved the facts that they had a clear 
understanding of their ‘cultural roots’. 
It was a multi-cultural, multi religious 
and multi ethnic experience and a 

valuable asset to the youth. The Japanese environment was an excellent lesson for 
the students who saw a clean environment, experienced the human nature of 



people especially when travelling from place to place. In the shopping arena we 
were able to see the traditional Kumono. Sri Lanka is moving on a fast track to 
keep the environment clean. What struck us most is that there is no recycling of 
‘Biodegradable’ –Yes, this is true because there is no waste of food in any form – a 
great example to the world! 

The tour is no doubt a joy- a joy to see a clear pathway of new, useful and 
eco-friendly inventions in the world of Science.  
 


